
Clinton and Parmenides

• PRESIDENT CLINTON: It depends on what the 
meaning of the word "is" is. If the – if he – if 
"is" means is and never has been that is not –
that is one thing. If it means there is none, 
that was a completely true statement. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• But, as I have testified, and I'd like to testify 
again, this is – it is somewhat unusual for a 
client to be asked about his lawyer's 
statements, instead of the other way around. I 
was not paying a great deal of attention to this 
exchange. I was focusing on my own 
testimony. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• And if you go back and look at the sequence 
of this, you will see that the Jones lawyers 
decided that this was going to be the Lewinsky 
deposition, not the Jones deposition. And, 
given the facts of their case, I can understand 
why they made that decision. But that is not 
how I prepared for it. That is not how I was 
thinking about it. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• And I am not sure, Mr. Wisenberg, as I sit here 
today, that I sat there and followed all these 
interchanges between the lawyers. I'm quite 
sure that I didn't follow all the interchanges 
between the lawyers all that carefully. And I 
don't really believe, therefore, that I can say 
Mr. Bennett's testimony or statement is 
testimony and is imputable to me. I didn't – I 
don't know that I was even paying that much 
attention to it. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• Q: You told us you were very well prepared for 
the deposition. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• PRESIDENT CLINTON: No. I said I was very well 
prepared to talk about Paula Jones and to talk 
about Kathleen Willey, because she had made 
a related charge. She was the only person that 
I think I was asked about who had anything to 
do with anything that would remotely 
approximate sexual harassment. The rest of 
this looked to me like it was more of a way to 
harass me. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• Q: You are the President of the United States 
and your attorney tells a United States District 
Court Judge that there is no sex of any kind, in 
any way, shape or form, whatsoever. And you 
feel no obligation to do anything about that at 
that deposition, Mr. President? 



Clinton and Parmenides

• PRESIDENT CLINTON: I have told you, Mr. 
Wisenberg, I will tell you for a third time. I am 
not even sure that when Mr. Bennett made 
that statement that I was concentrating on the 
exact words he used. Now, if someone had 
asked me on that day, are you having any kind 
of sexual relations with Ms. Lewinsky, that is, 
asked me a question in the present tense, I 
would have said no. And it would have been 
completely true. 



Clinton and Parmenides

• Q: Was Mr. Bennett aware of this tense-based 
distinction you are making now –

• PRESIDENT CLINTON: I don't –


